U. S. Mine Training Aid Set No. 2, Japanese
By Dan Larkin

In the late 1970s, my Dad and I acquired this “Mine Training Aid Set No. 2, Japanese” for $35.
Parting with that amount of money was not as easy one might expect nowadays, as $35 then
would buy a pretty nice rifle or even a pistol. Anyway, over the years as we began concentrating
on collecting Japanese pistols, the training mine set was eventually relegated to a closet where it
has sat buried for at least two decades. Recently, we rescued it from hibernation, and it has
piqued our interest again just as it did over 30 years ago.

The “Mine Training Aid Set No. 2, Japanese” consists of an unfinished wood box with metal
hinges and latches holding several U. S.-made reproduction Japanese explosive devices for use as
training aids. The box exterior measures approximately 39” long by 13” wide by 6” high and is
liberally marked as to its contents. Everything weighs around 40 pounds. The interior is
compartmentalized and holds the various training aid devices and their components. This
particular training mine set retains the original descriptive poster glued inside the lid showing the
set components and their marking translations. It also has its original manual, War Department
Technical Bulletin TB ENG 79, which provides detailed information about the mine set and its use
as a training aid. As is stated in the manual, the training mine sets were intended “to familiarize
troops with the recognition, arming, disarming, and disposal of Japanese mines.”
This training mine set is marked
“Case No. 29 of 60” which implies
60 of the sets were produced.
However, the “authorized
distribution” listing in the TB ENG
79 manual on page 4 indicates
that at least 592 sets were
available for distribution.

Major wartime training centers at Fort Belvoir, Camp Claiborne, Fort Leonard Wood, and Fort
Lewis were each assigned at least 100 of the training mine sets. One of the authorized
distribution organization locations, “Sch; AGF Repl Depot,” was assigned 60 units of which this
particular training mine set may be one.
The below image of the training mine set interior shows how well the training aid components
are organized inside the wood box. The following Japanese training mine devices are included:
Type 93 anti-tank mine, magnetic mine, Type 3 land mine, yardstick mine, and Type 97 hand
grenade (which could be used as a mine). Various training aid mine fuzes are also included in the
set along with the TB ENG 79 manual. A diagram affixed to the lid of the training mine set shows
the components and a translation of the various markings and tags for the individual training aid
devices. The mine set training aid components retain their paper inscription tags which are
translated on the mine set inside lid diagram. There are two unused compartments in the box –
One below the training Type 97 hand grenade, and one to the right of the training Type 3 land
mine fuze. A comparison of the training mine set lid image showing the removed elements and
of the training mine set image in the TB ENG 79 manual shows that this particular training mine
set is complete.

Additional images below and on the next two pages show details of the mine set training aid
components, diagram, and TB ENG 79 manual.
The training Type 93 anti-tank mine, its
attachment rope, and its training fuze are
placed on the left side of the box. The training
yardstick mine is placed at the bottom of the
box and runs its full length. Four training fuzes
for the training yardstick mine are placed just
below the training Type 93 anti-tank mine
training fuze.

In the center of the box is the training Type 97
hand grenade and the training Type 3 land
mine.

On the right side of the box is the training
magnetic mine with its training fuze installed.
The training Type 3 land mine training fuze is
just below the training magnetic mine. Space
for the War Department Technical Bulletin TB
ENG 79 manual is provided in the box between
the training Type 3 land mine and the training
magnetic mine.

(See two previous page images) The left side of the information poster pasted to the inside of
the training mine set box lid shows English translations of the individual training mine set
component Japanese markings. On the right side of the poster is an image of the training mine
set components removed from the box with identifying captions for each item.
The accompanying training mine set manual, War Department Technical Bulletin TB ENG 79, is
dated June 1945. Images in the manual show the completed training mine set which may
indicate the sets were produced near the bulletin’s issuance date. One interesting comparison
observation is that the training mine set image in TB ENG 79 shows only the translations portion
of the information poster on the inside lid – The training mine set image is missing. The training
mine set in the TB ENG 79 image may be a prototype or very early production example.
The following quote from TB ENG 79 provides a good general description of the training mine set:
“The mines in the set have been manufactured to resemble real Japanese mines as closely as
possible. Enough of the moving parts have been incorporated in the mines and fuzes of the set to
give proper instructions in arming and disarming of the various mines. All mines and fuzes are
inert. Several of the mine cases have been designed so they can be filled with soil or sand to
simulate the weight of the actual mines. The mines are tagged with instructions for handling,
reproduced in Japanese characters. Training should include brief recognition and translations of
Japanese inscriptions.”
With an assumed late war manufacturing period and the subsequent end of hostilities, the
training mine sets probably did not see much actual use as training aids. Some of them may not
have been used at all, as examples are sometimes found complete and in very nice condition. At
some point, an unknown number of training mine sets were relegated to the military surplus
market and sold to the public. Today, they are occasionally encountered in varying stages of
completeness and condition.
Individual loose training mine set components are also occasionally found – On a few occasions, a
loose item has been marketed as an original Japanese example! Externally, it is difficult to
distinguish between the training mine devices and the Japanese originals. So, Japanese miltaria
collectors should be aware of the training mine differences with original examples. (Note:
Subsequent follow-up articles will compare and contrast some of the various “Mine Training Aid
Set No. 2, Japanese” component inert/drill devices to actual Japanese examples.)
The “Mine Training Aid Set No. 2, Japanese” training aid set and its component items are adjunct
collectibles for those of us interested in Japanese militaria. Their production served an important
safety-related educational purpose for U. S. personnel in World War II. Now, they are just plain
interesting as a comparable to the militaria items we collect.
(Thank you to Russ Cipolla, Dale Crabtree, and Takehito Jimbo for their comments improving this article.)

